Onr Acquisition of Ruartan America.

The country known as. "as Dusden America and
Lave been ceded to the
reperted by telegiaph to
Taited States, has o grester prospeciive value
then migbt from s northern Jatitudc beat Grst
“apposed, We shouid ot measure its Impertance
by its ares, though 373,000 squaxe mfles of terri
tory, or nearly terice the amount of land there is
{a Feace, 13 not & trifimg oddition 10 our’ posses-
sions on this continent. Itis its deeply fadent &
aad well timbered const, its peaizsulas snd archi-
pcl;gos of Lanumerable islends, its fishiag bavke
s gromnds, that make it valuable.
Neither st wanting in minerale. The Rassias
‘have werked coal in seseral places on the main-
1904 ad on the itlands; s Indians use the native
copper for omaments; tad, the Western Tele-
Sraph constraction. party found traces of goll in
aimost every river they explored.

‘The presert Govermor of tha Colody 2ad liead
direstor of the Rassian Far Company ia the Prince
Miksatof], Fho, With the chicf Imperial and Fur
Company otficialy, resides at New Archasgel, ¢
town on the Tstand of Sitka, a0 opposite the weat-
era part of Dritish Colnmbls, Nere fhere 15 &
population of 1,000 whiles aud Lali-breels, sad at
this poiat the furs are gothered from the difirent
trading stations, and supplies axo stored for dis-
tribation. Vesscls trade between Sirka and St.
Mickaels, @ fors on a small Islaud in Norton
Sound snd near to Deliriag Straits.

‘The main 1and east and south of St. Mich
& fine opeu country, watercd by nwic erons fivers,
some of which are of consilerable size. Ongof
tucm, the Kvichpak, has four mouths, and 13 avair
able for vessels drawing ten or twelve feet for
many bundred miles. At 600 miles sbose its
Toonth it is more thana mile wide, 2nd was zavi-
gated last sear by a siem-wheel steamer belong-
ing to the Telegraph Company’s fleer. Scattered
throush tLis portion of the couatry the Rassan
For Compiny have five or six minor trading ports.
Oze of their most important places. bowerer, is
she islsnd of §i. Panl fu the bebring sea. Lis preat
value 3 derived frora the uumber of seals snd
5c4 otfers which frequent ft &zd the adjacent yocks,
2nd by bunting which the Tadians and Yalfbreods
Tive.

Oze of tne Srst advantages that San Fravcisce,
will gain i§ the séle xight 1o tke colfisheries on
the ®ub of the proinswia of Alsska and the
Aleutian Llands. These banks, which are httle
more tan half the disiance from San Preacisso

of now they have betome American ferritory-
Eodiac, the island from which all the ice usedin San
Francisco is broaghi, 1s the largest of the Alaska
group. Nearce ibe extremity of the peninsala is
Choumngen Liland, a place where Rassian steam
! ers, pessi k2 to Petropauto
Deria, and the Western Union Company”s vessels
bave been accustomed 1o take ia supplics of coal.
All these islands kave good harbers on the soxth-
eru sides and every convenience for drying fisk.
Another advsa‘age is that the cession mast malie
| San Franzizeo the headquarters of the Pacific for
\ trade. All the mm popnlation mmsrm tcmm-
!m’l‘(m’ on lbe banks of the rivers, nnd De)wrd
| ishinz. Nave mo mesns uf Fubsistence except
Soek .ns ikey procmre from the Far Com-
7 posts in eschange for sca ofter, seal,
x and other shins
The possession of the soil will be followed by the
ion of gustoms dncs. and the supplies that
have hitherto been bronght from lamburg or
parchased 1n Victoriz must then pay duty, snd
may be more economically parchased bere. The ‘
TRassian Far Compeny 916 Fushing their business |
chicfly in Sibetia, ind thongh they keep up the
posts we have named, and sccared others, bave |
mot for seme years tsken mucl Interest in that
part of therr Loundary Iying between Bntish
Golambiaand the Pacifie, A fow yearsags the
Hudson Bay Company fcased from the “usahn;
vroy their night of tradwmg on that strip of
const. And the largest portion of the Eoglish
Company’s profits on ur trading have been made
onzermtory that Is row United Siates property,
and for the future they will have o comply with
United States customs regulations. Tbe dircet
trade between Vaacover Island and Sitks hes
for the last2 or 3years reathed abost $50,009 annu-
Ny, 2nd during 1665 the amonnt was swelled hy
some large items for machigery and repairs 1o
shippioz. This extension of our flag 1o the north-
ernmost point of the contient promises to benest
San Francises consideratly while it witl decla fatal
blow to British intctests iathe North Pacifie by
destroyivg almost the sol2 remaining expart trade
Vancoaver island has. I will'ent cff so'manch of
the Lrofits of the Hadeon Bay Compamy fhat It will
Tasdly be worth the Company’s wlile to mamiain
their present establishment, wnless they are fn-
clired to make tradiog with the Caribco miers
their chief basine:

Trobably cac of the Alewiaa Llands il he
sclected a5 a percianent military aud naval sta-
tlon, for the protecting of our whaling end other
fisting Mterests, aad where our vessels can pab

% and supplies. It is understod that
were made for this prpose
during the nogotiations, asd it I5 presumed that

soon as the freaty is ratificd, aciive measures
will bo taken to carry out the plan. New Arch-
2 Liand will also,

‘be made 'lm\m.\l'y aud navil st
tection of our fisherics m the Korthern Sca,
‘Prince William's Sor:nd and Cook's Ialet.

Tt cerlainly seerus that Russia b3 strippiag ber
self fora Gght,y guiting rid of ferritory that
would e Lkely te fall into the power of England
or France, iu case of o wac with either or hoth of
those States. She has virtnally said to the Usited
States, I will give Fou Fay. ATCTiCan possessions
16r a nominal sum, provided Yo will defend them
o'vrrs whilz T

in eonmeetion
b the Greek S Ter ook Imbeaebos, T nost
sienidier and many will regard it as
mmc-‘“‘e 0fnnath=r wear on the Erstern questiop.




